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At Jerusalem, Devout Men 



TI/IORE and more people are making pilgrimages to 
***■ the Holy Land. It is the holiday visit that most 
North American Christians hope to afford to make 
during their lifetime. Those who have been fortunate 
enough to experience the thrill of going around the 
holy places in Palestine will no doubt remember Manger 
Square, Bethlehem, depicted on our front cover. To 
walk where Jesus walked they tell us, makes the story 
of His life, death and resurrection "come alive". 

Within weeks of the Crucifixion a momentous hap- 
pening took place in that city. The public part of it 
took place when visitors to Jerusalem — *'Jews, devout 
men out of every nation under heaven" — who had 
gathered to celebrate the feast of Pentecost, heard the 
disciples of Jesus declaring that the prophecy that God's 
Holy Spirit would be given to all men had that day 
been fulfilled. Before that day closed thousands knew 
this to be true. 

Privately, in the room where Christ's followers had 
met for prayer during the weeks that followed the 
Resurrection, they had themselves been endued with 
the Holy Spirit. Under His power they went out in 
the streets changed men, proclaiming that this power 
was now offered to anybody — literally anybody, Jesus 
Christ could "come alive" for them; indeed. His love 
and His power would be in them. 

This Easter number of the The War Cry is pre- 
sented to our readers in the hope that they may realize 



that they are all included in "anybody". That is why 
our contributors have described some of the varied 
types of people who were changed by God's Holy Spirit 
during the earliest days of the Christian Church, They 
were the same kind of people we are today. 

That is why } instead of giving an artist's impression 
of those connected with the Easter story, who some- 
times seem to belong to a remote and vastly different 
age, we have reproduced a colour photograph of a 
scene familiar to modern pilgrims "out of every nation 
under heaven". 

But one does not need to go to holy places for the 
New Testament stories to "come alive 1 '. Bethlehem, 
Bethany, Galilee can be a little chapel where God's 
people meet in prayer. Meeting houses have been 
named after such places associated with the earthly 
life of our Lord because the worshippers who have 
gathered there have been as aware of His presence as 
if they were living in the days of His flesh. 

The Resurrection is present tense for Christ follow- 
ers today. They sing: 

It was on the Cross He shed His Blood, 

It was there He was crucified; 

But He rose again, and He lives in my heart 

Where all is peace and perfect love. 
That can be the experience of all our readers. 

The Editor 



An Active Force in History 



i 



N God the highest degree of creativity is combined 
with the highest degree of benevolence, or good-will, 
towards all His creatures. Beyond judgment lies re- 
newal. Indeed, judgment is properly no more than a 
secondary effect of the Word of God, which in its first 
intention is creative, Encountering evil in human life, 
His Word necessarily reacts in judgment j but not as 
though that were the goal of His intervention in the 
process. 

The evil once recognized and judged becomes a 
point of departure for some new and original kind of 
good. Consequently, it is just when all seems irreparably 
lost that the renewing power of God makes itself felt. 

The hopeless calamity of the Crucifixion was re- 
versed in the Resurrection of Christ; as, when Israel 
was completely broken, and not only broken but dis- 
credited, a new stage in its history began, like a resur- 
rection from the dead. God "calls the things that are 
not as if they were 5 ^ and always in the service of an 
endless goodwill. 



This is what is meant by the forgiveness of sins. 
Forgiveness is not simply a device for easing the bur- 
dened conscience (though it has that effect). It is more 
like "an inexhaustible capacity for new growth, embed- 
ded in the plastic foundations of the universe". Or 
rather, it is a creative act of the living God, which 
does not simply pass over the wreckage of past failures, 
but transforms and utilizes it. 

If we may put it so, the very wickedness of men 
gives God a new chance of creation. (That is why evil 
is bound to be overcome in the end, because its worst 
efforts call forth a more than countervailing power 
creative of good.) 

Forgiveness, then, is the power for a fresh start at 
the moment of deepest despair, "according to the 
energy of the might of His strength, which He put into 
effect in Christ when He raised Him from the dead". 
Nor is it a purely individual matter, though it becomes 
real in becoming personal. It is an active force in 
history. 

From THE BIBLE TODAY, by C. H. Dod<L 
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THE 

CALVARY 
CANVAS 



TT must have been in 1927 or 1928 
■*■ that on to the music stands of 
the International Staff Band, of 
which I was then a member, came 
the manuscript of a meditation up- 
on the tune "Wareham"--"When I 
survey the wondrous Cross"~by the 
then Major Bramwell Coles. 

During a midday practice the 
band had a visitor— Commissioner 
George Mitchell, its famous former 
Bandmaster, on furlough from his 
command in Sweden. At the invita- 
tion of the Bandmaster at that time, 
Colonel George Fuller, the Com- 
missioner took the band through this 
piece of music and was obviously 
impressed. 

Putting down the baton, he said, 
"There's a danger of making too 
much of the frame and too little of 
the picture." What a phrase! And 
what a pitfall this can be to Salva- 
tionists, bedecked in all the regalia 
of their banners and bonnets! 

So, let us survey the wondrous 
Cross, No doctrine is more funda- 
mental to the Christian faith than 
this. The story of the Cross, in par- 
ticular, was responsible for my de- 
cision to become an officer and so is 
specially significant to me as I look 
back upon more than forty years* 
Army ofncership. 

Let us allow this wondrous Cross 
to colour our thinking and capture 
our imagination, bearing in mind 
Commissioner Mitchell's warning re- 
garding the decoration of the frame 
and the vitality of the picture. 

We arc all devotees of the Cross. 
We do not often use this word de- 
votee, and its simple meaning is "de- 
voted to a cause". That does not 
seem too demanding — merely a 
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mental assent and a small donation 
would appear to be enough, but the 
idea does not stop there. The word 
is also used to describe "a zealously, 
fanatically pious person 1 '. That is 
much more disturbing and exacting, 
Dare we describe ourselves as de- 
votees in this context? 

THE more I have thought about 
this survey of the "Calvary can- 
vas" the more such things as light, 
colour, perspective, focus, and inter- 
pretation crowd into my mind. I 
have even thought about a signa- 
ture! I am told that, to people who 
know about art, the colour, compo- 
sition or some idiosyncrasy of the 
painter will reveal his identity, such 
as a small boat in an Annigoni or a 
hay wain in a Constable. 

Our picture is no impressionist 
creation, although it has made a 
more profound impression upon 
mankind than any other ever con- 
ceived, and has itself been the inspi- 
ration for the greatest works of art 
the world has known. 

Its design, both in regard to pat- 
tern and intent, was, I feel, born in 
the mind of Satan when, in the Gar- 
den of Eden, God said to the ser- 
pent, "I will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, and between 
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his 
heel" (Genesis 3:15). 

And much later, in another gar- 
den, after the kiss of Judas, Satan 
was preparing the blacks and the 
reds for the masterpiece of all time. 
This was going to prove his absolute 
authority over the world; but he 
forgot, or underestimated, perhaps, 
the first requisite of all painting — 



light. Divine light shone from this 
canvas, not on it — the work of a 
greater Master. 

As we look, what we see is con- 
ditioned by what we are — this hav- 
ing regard to perspective — by what 
we are and not what we are thought 
to be; our character, and not our 
reputation, and it is the miracle of 
the picture that it reveals the differ- 
ence. Thus it is that we sing, "My 
richest gain I count but loss, and 
pour contempt on all my pride." 

The strong personality of Jesus, 
displayed during the three years of 
His ministry, is concentrated in this 
picture of His death, and there are 
five shades of colour I would em- 
phasize. 

'PHE brightest and whitest light 
from this canvas reveals to me 
the compassion of Jesus. Surely this 
was the fundamental urge that 
placed Him there. "For God so 
loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son . . ." and Jesus 
was so much God that He gave 
Himself, freely. 

This word, compassion, is another 
that needs a second look. Too often 
we think of it in terms of pity or 
sympathy, something gentle and re- 
fined, whereas it is stark and ex- 
treme, rough and tough; in fact 
with passion! 

When we speak of a man with a 
passion for drink we think of some- 
one who is prepared to sacrifice 
everything, physically and morally, 
to satisfy his passion. We are slow to 
apply such intensity and extremes to 
a man with a passion for souls. How 
often the writers of the gospels tell 
of Jesus being "moved with com- 
passion", and here is the ultimate 
compulsion — the sacrifice of Him- 
self for the sin of the world. 

Albert Orsborn truly captured the 
personal application of this when he 
wrote: 

Except I am moved with compas- 
sion, 
How dwelleth Thy Spirit in 
me? 
In word and in deed 
Burning love is my need; 
J know I can find this in Thee. 

Burning love! Compassion at 
The War Cry 




Outlined in White, Blue/ Green, Crimson and Amber 
by LIEUT.-COLONEL FREDERICK J. COXHEAD 



white heat! Nothing less can keep us 
true to His fellowship. 

TI/fY second colour, a steely blue, 
and with as clear a definition, 
illuminates the resolution of Christ. 
This aspect of His personality gives 
continuity to His compassion. If 
compassion placed Him on the 
Gross, then resolution kept Him 
there. 

All through His life we hear Him 
declare His strong sense of purpose. 
As a boy He said to His earthly par- 
ents, "Wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father's business?" and, at 
the end, to Pontius Pilate, He said, 
"To this end was I born, and for 
this cause came I into the world, 
that I bear witness to the truth. 3 ' 

Here, on the Gross, He confirms 
this purpose and demonstrates His 
resolution to achieve His task — 
"Who, for the joy that was set be- 
fore Him, endured ..." And when 
He said, "It is finished", He must 
surely have meant the accomplish- 
ment of His purpose, the salvation 
of the world. How vivid is this col- 
our in the pattern of our daily liv- 
ing? Or is it toned down by inde- 
cision? 

The next outstanding colour on 
our canvas is green, and reveals the 
obedience of Christ. Compassion 



placed Jesus on the Cross, resolution 
kept Him there, and obedience gives 
quality to both. A resolution may be 
a strong one, but it also may be sel- 
fish. Our picture clearly shows 
Christ's utter disregard of Himself 
in the all-absorbing desire to fulfil 
the will of His Father. 

Obedience implies, among other 
tilings, a known way, a constraint— 
"The love of Christ constraineth us 

All through His life Jesus im- 
pressed upon His disciples how im- 
portant to Him was the will of His 
Father, and His last words of com- 
fort to them promised the coming 
of the Holy Spirit, who would make 
known to them the divine will and 
purpose. Then success lay in obedi- 
ence to this. "And greater works 
than these shall he (that believeth 
on Me) do," He said. 

Does this colour reveal itself in 
you, or is it diffused a little by self- 
will? 

ISfE have looked intently at this 
canvas, and it seems that all the 
colour has so far come from the up- 
right of the Cross — compassion, res- 
olution, obedience, reaching from 
heaven to the place where I stand, 
as a sign of God's love to me. 
But a little closer gaze shows col- 



our from the cross-beam, which en- 
circles the earth and brings man in 
touch with man, declaring his re- 
sponsibility for his brother in the 
light of the Cross. 

The last two colours, crimson and 
amber, could reveal no other than 
sacrifice and service, and in that or- 
der. Even sacrifice can lose its sting 
in the joy of service, as I know from 
personal experience. But sacrifice 
and service are made perfect by the 
compassion, resolution, and obedi- 
ence which we have associated with 
the upright of the Cross, 

"Then said Jesus to His disciples. 
If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me: for whosoever 
shall lose his life for my sake, shall 
find it" (Matthew 16:24,25). 

"I am crucified with Christ 
(writes Paul), nevertheless I live, 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me, 
and the life which I now live in the 
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me" (Galatians 2:20). 

Lord, grant that our sacrifice and 
service shall always display the com- 
passion, resolution and obedience 
manifested by Christ Jesus. 

May this indeed be our prayer as 
once again we "survey the won- 
drous Cross". 
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HERE IS THE EVIDENCE 
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^J*HERE is a division of opinion amongst Christians about the 
Resurrection. The division is between those who accept the facts 
about a physical resurrection as recorded in the New Testament, 
and those who believe that the ''reality of the Resurrection appear- 
ances lies only in the minds of those who saw them". 



t There ii no doubt about the posi- 
tion taken by New Testament writers. 
One of the earliest pieces of docu- 
mentary evidence of the Resurrection 
dates from about twenty-five yean 



after the event. It seems to be a sum- 
mary drawn up for teaching purposes, 
as it contains the gist of the Christian 
message in concentrated form, and was 
used by Paul (1 Corinthians 15:3-7). 




"Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias" (John 21:1). 
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For I delivered unto you first of all 

that which I also received, 

How that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures; and that 

He was buried. 

And that He rose again the third day, 

according to the Scriptures: 

And that He was seen of Cephas, 

Then of the twelve; 

After that, He was seen of above five 

hundred brethren at once . . . 

After that, He was seen of James; 

Then of all the apostles. 

A study of the full statement in 
which the above credal vestige appears 
reveals several lines of evidence, all of 
which uphold the belief that the Resur- 
rection was a physical reality, and not 
merely a mental projection of believers. 

First of all, Paul assures his readers 
that this message was one he "re- 
ceived" from others. It was part of 
that oral tradition about Jesus that was 
faithfully preserved in the Early 
Church, passed on from mouth to 
mouth until, finally under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, it became part of 
the writings of those authors whose 
documents and epistles now form the 
New Testament. 

As a rule, oral tradition of this kind 
is amazingly accurate. A fine example 
was reported a year or two ago by 
an archaeologist from one of the west- 
ern islands of Scotland. For centuries 
a story about an ancient massacre cir- 
culated amongst the people, passed on 
by word of mouth from generation to 
generation. The historians scoffed at it, 
and no record of such a massacre could 
be found anywhere. Then one day the 
archaeologist uncovered the evidence, 
dozens of bodies of people who had 
been brutally slain in the fifteenth 
century. The oral tradition, which had 
persevered for five hundred years, was 
completely accurate. Not five hundred 
years, but only twenty-five years sepa- 
rated Paul from the events of the 
Resurrection ! 

First-hand report 

Of course it is quite probable that 
Paul got his knowledge of the Resur- 
rection direct from the apostles. You 
will notice in the passage quoted above 
that he says Christ appeared to Cephas 

The War Cry 
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Commissioner 
CLARENCE WISEMAN 

TERRITORIAL COMMANDER FOR THE ARMY'S 
WORK IN CANADA AND BERMUDA 

assembles the 
scriptural 
evidence for 
the Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ 




(Peter) ! Later he mentions that he 
also appeared to James. It is significant 
that when Paul visited Jerusalem in 
the third year after his conversion, 
the only two disciples he saw were 
Peter and James. 

Then after three years I went up 
to Jerusalem to see Peter, and 
abode with him fifteen days. But 
other of the apostles saw I none, 
save James, the Lord's brother 
(Galatians 1:18-19). 

What did Paul and Peter talk about 
during the fifteen days they spent to- 
gether? Surely the Resurrection stories 
ranked high on their agenda! Surely 
Peter must have related his own ex- 
periences with the risen Lord. Thus 
the evidence for the physical Resur- 
rection of Christ goes right back to the 
actual event itself! 

A second line of evidence is found 
in 1 Corinthians 15:6: He was seen of 
about jive hundred brethren at once; 
of whom .the greater part remain. 
Not only were the facts substantiated 
by the faithful way in which teaching 
was passed from mouth to mouth over 
the intervening quarter century but 
many, in addition to the apostles who 
had actually seen the resurrected 
Christ, were still alive to testify. It 
was as if Paul challenged the Corin- 
thians, "If you don't believe me^ ask 
them for yourselves. They'll verify that 
what I say is true". 

No doubt for Paul the clinching evi- 
dence was to be found in his own ex- 
perience of Christ. And last of all He 
was seen of me also, as of one born 
out of due season. The dramatic im- 



pact of Christ on his own life was final 
proof for Paul that the Lord was alive 
and in the midst of men with redeem- 
ing power. Here was no hallucination. 

But he adds one further piece of 
evidence. After referring to himself as 
the least of the apostles^ he goes on to 
claim in verse 11 that the message 
he preaches is identical with that 
preached by the apostles. There was 
no difference — the same crucified, risen 
Lord was upheld by Peter, John, James 
— and Paul. There was complete una- 
nimity: Christ who died, rose from the 
gravej a physical resurrection, and is 
now alive, Hallelujah! 

But why all this emphasis on the 
Resurrection? People ask that question 
today, and they asked it in Paul's 
day. Paul's reply remains valid: // 
Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; 
ye are yet in your sins (1 Corinthians 
15:17). No wonder the Resurrection 
was the theme of virtually every ser- 
mon and every song in the Early 
Church! No wonder Christians adopted 
the first day of the week as their 
holy day! 

A Turkish Cypriot child was learn- 
ing English in one of the day schools 
in London, England. It so happened 
that his teacher was a fine, young 
Salvationist. She often talked to the 
lad about Jesus Christ. Just before the 
summer holidays she gave him a New 
Testament to read. When school re- 
opened he came, bright-eyed, to his 
teacher, "Please miss" he cried "I've 
read how they killed Jesus, But, Miss, 
it's all right. He's woken up again." 

He's woken up again! Yes, Chris- 
tianity rests on a fact — Christ did rise. 
This is how J. B. Phillips, in his trans- 



lation of 1 Corinthians 15, heads a por- 
tion of the chapter. Then he goes on 
with his vivid translation of verses 
20 and 21: 

But the glorious fact is that Christ 
DID rise from the dead: He has 
become the very first to rise of all 
who sleep the sleep of death. As 
death entered the world through 
a man, so has rising from the dead 
come to us through a Man. 

Hallelujah! 

THE RISEN CHRIST 

A NEW and blessed Easier morn 
■*"*■ Has dawned upon this World forlorn; 
Rejoice, ye nations then, rejoice, 

And sing His praise with heart and voice. 

Christ bore our sins upon the tree, 

And suffered there In agony; 
But now He's risen from the d«ad, 

And of His Church is living Head. 

Oh let us now before Him kneel. 

His resurrection power feefj 
Then forward shall we go In life, 

With Christ beside us in the strife. 

— -Nettie Edmonds, Toronto 
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rjREAMS bid been shattered arid 
*" hopes were destroyed. Cleopas 
and his companion had expected 
that Jesus of Nazareth would re* 
deem and set Israel free (Luke 
24:21). But their last recollection 
of Him was a cruel death which 
they suspected meant a forfeiture 
of all they had formerly anticipated. 
What should have been the ground 
of their hope was now the cause 
of their doubt, and what should 
have been delight was despair. Add 
to this, the unromantic setting of 
their journey and you have some 
idea of the Ernmaus road experi- 
ence. 

Counterparts of these two travel- 
lers are with us today. The hope- 
less, the faithless, the despairing, are 



CLEOPAS 



of 
Emmaus 



with shattered dreams 



Christ always makes the differ- 
ence! When the lamp of hope burns 
low, when loneliness and illness per- 
plex, is often the time when this 
Friend makes Hb presence felt As 
one dear saint testified, "It took a 
tragedy to teach me the need for 
implicit trust in Christ in every 
phase of my life." 

Some of us have been victims of 
loneliness in strange lands, and in 




The message of hope needs no apology. 
Throughout the years the lonely and disillusioned 
have been cheered by the witness that God Is not 
dead. Faith In the Friend who Is ever near U 
offered by 

MAJOR ROBERT CHAPMAN 

The Major's career has taken him from Daw- 
son Creek, B.C., one of the two most northerly 
corps In the Canadian Territory, to Grand Falls, 
Newfoundland, He is now Divisional Youth Secre- 
tary for Southern Ontario. 



found in practically every walk of 
life. Often we hear of those who 
stoop to rash acts on the basis of 
blasted dreams, A notable politician 
wrote this note before taking his 
life, ll I have no option, I must kill 
myself, for I cannot live without 
hope". 

Hope once sprang strong in the 
minds of some, but adverse circum- 
stances has meant a dwindling of 
former confidence. A variety of rea- 
sons may account for this feeling — 
anxiety because of lonelines, failure, 
mistreatment* sickness or even self- 
pity. Again, some have sacrificed 
former joys and bright spiritual ex- 
periences in the maze of doubts and 
disputations perpetrated by a gen- 
eration of unbelieving; scoffers. 

Cleopas found that this despair 
was both unnecessary and illogical 
(Luke 24:25, 26). Had he and his 
friend believed the original scrip- 
tural record, and had they heeded 
the words of the woman who had 
already had conversation with an 
angelic visitor, this distress and dis- 
may would be unknown. Of course* 
it took an unusual circumstance to 
bring them to a place of renewed 
trust, and it took an unusual per- 
son to make this difference. 

Page Eight 



an unusual but real way the pres- 
ence of friends and tire Friend made 
a real difference. Can I forget an 
experience that transpired in France 
in 1961 ? Journeying back from Ger- 
many, where I had visited a 
brother's grave, I found myself in 
Paris on a Sunday. I was naturally 
anxious to find The Salvation Army 
and share Christian fellowship, but 
directions in the huge metropolis 
puzzled me. What should I do? 

A city map gave a slight hint of 
the general area in which there 
would be some Army activity, and 
the underground seemed to be the 
best route. Still wondering if I had 
taken the right direction I headed 
for the nearest station, and discover- 
ed with real amazement some Sal- 
vationists travelling on the same 
subway. Their faces lit up when 
they saw my uniform and with 
broken English there was a warm 
invitation to join them for lunch 
and an afternoon and evening 
meeting. 

What refreshment was ours as we 
shared fellowship, "broke bread" 
and participated in typical Army 
activities'. When I boarded a train 
for London that night, I breathed 
a silent prayer of thanksgiving to 



God for a day that could have been 
so very different. 

Vance Havner says, "Christ did 
not manifest Himself to the Emmaus 
disciples in a great sennon or in a 
dazzling performance, but in the 
breaking of bread, the simplest and 
plainest of things. It was a common 
household meal, and yet it was mir- 
aculous and special because His 
presence made it so." 

It is often in the mundane and 
casual things of life that Christ re- 
veals Himself. As with the Emmaus 
disciples, gladness replaces sadness, 
faith overshadows feelings, and 
heartaches give way to hallelujahs. 
"Did not our hearts burn within 
us as He talked with us, and while 
He opened to us the Scriptures?" 
was the feeling of these men. 

Perhaps for you this special 
Friend has a word of hope and help. 
Do not despise His coming, but 
rather welcome Him as One who 
brings comfort and cheer amidst the 
lonely vigils of life. Remember, it 
was a prison cell for Paul, a rocky 
island for John, a dungeon for 
Bunyan, and a humble home in 
Emmaus, where inspiration and 
revelation was found. 

Luke confirms that, without hesi- 
tation, these men returned to Jeru- 
salem and testified to that which 
happened. The inward fire brought 
by Christ necessitated outward ferv- 
our on their part. The message of 
an open grave produced open hearts 
who shared their experience with 
open mouths. 

May this Easter season produce 
Christians who similarly share their 
joys with others! 
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too little and too late 



HpHIS is an account of a ringing 
moral and spiritual victory in 
highly unlikely circumstances, As a 
turn in national events can propel 
an unknown personality into a place 
of prominence, so the rising storm 
and climax of Jesus' life and death 
compel a man to stand up and be 
counted — a man we might never 
have otherwise known. 
Not a fisherman or tax collector, 



and now in the hour of His death 
would rise to serve Him. Caution 
to the winds! Reticence begone! 
Right into the office of the Roman 
Procurator he strides and with con- 
vincing persuasion obtains the body. 
When Pilate had prudently deter- 
mined that the execution was com- 
plete he was doubtless glad to be 
relieved of any further preoccupa- 
tion with the matter and the request 



Many people have deservedly been com- 
mended for an outstanding act of service to God 
and His Church. But how does this compare with 
what might have been done? Here are some 
heart-searching questions posed by 
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not one of the humble masses, the 
man was a member of the highest 
Jewish administration and religious 
body — the Sanhedrin. A Privy 
Councillor, that's what he was! And 
the Bible tells us what he was not 

Though a follower of Jesus, he 
was not a member of the twelve 
apostles or the inner three. Indeed, 
until that moment of tragedy he is 
numbered among the multitude, 
whether large or small, of people 
who were admirers of the famous 
Nazarene teacher — but secretly. Re- 
member the instruction given to 
Peter and John a few hours before? 
"Go into the city, and a man carry- 
ing a jar of water will meet you." 
What man ? 

We are not told, but obviously the 
individual standing off "in the 
wings 11 was party to a pre-arrange- 
ment. Even a signal had been agreed 
upon. To us he remains unknown 
and nameless but this was his hour 
of service to the Lord. 

And so Joseph — a man of con- 
siderable importance in daily life 
whose presence was felt among the 
seventy priests, elders and scribes 
of the council; a man who in the 
very lair of treachery against Jesus, 
nonetheless held Him in high esteem 
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was granted. Then, with Nicodemus 
and others to help, the party moves 
up cursed Golgotha to the crosses, 
and the reverent removal of the life- 
less form from its wretched exposure 
to the elements of nature and the 
stares of guilty men. Tenderly, gent- 
ly, the body is lowered, wrapped in 
a linen shroud and carried a short 
distance to its place of burial — 
Joseph's own tomb. The embalming 
follows, the stone rolls across the 
opening and the story is over ... or 
is just beginning? 

In more detail, let us consider 
what factors aroused Joseph to such 
resolute action. First we must ac- 
count for the quiet but compelling 
admiration he felt for the great 
teacher. As the momentum of Jesus' 
popularity rose we may imagine the 
increasingly opposed slant of those 
intense private discussions between 
councillors in the corridors of the 
Temple. To this we fancy Joseph 
listening, perhaps adding an occa- 
sional moderating comment on the 
basis of his own observation of Jesus. 
Later, as He becomes the subject 
of formal discussion in the council 
Joseph only listens, his voice silent 
hut his heart smouldering. We can- 
not doubt that Jesus was known to 




Joseph, if only at a distance. He 
must have heard those words of 
truth, seen those acts of mercy, 
mused upon that flawless character. 
Very shortly that smouldering soul 
so fanned by the winds of truth 
would burst into consuming flame! 

Secondly, Jesus' crucifixion took 
place hurriedly on the day before 
the Passover sabbath. If His body is 
to be tended, it must be done before 
what we would call 6 p.m. Friday, 
because no work might be done 
after that hour. Driven by such 
urgency Joseph acts quickly and 
with all his former prudent caution 
gone. 

Thirdly, the disciples of Jesus 
were poor. They could not give Him 
a fitting burial. If no one knew bet- 
ter than the average citizen of Judea 
or Galilee the nobility and power of 
that life, no one knew better than 
Joseph the frightful travesty of jus- 
tice in His trial and death. He, 
Joseph, had not consented to this 
terrible decision by the council, and 
now in this hour of sorrow he must 
do for Jesus what others could not. 

If only he had intervened sooner, 
we say so often. Why was there not 
at least one defending voice amid 
the din of condemning cries? The 
answer seems to be that Joseph was 
afraid — afraid to hazard his wealth 
and influential position. Like so 
many of us, it may he that he was 
not yet prepared to place the inter- 
ests of God above his own, There 
is something sad about throwing the 
flowers after someone has gone. How 
much more realistic to speak our 
tribute while our friend is around 
to hear them! Had Joseph done 
what his heart told him to, he would 
have been a force to reckon with on 
that day of evil. As it turned out his 
awards of loyalty and devotion to 
Jesus were made posthumously, his 
services were too little and too late. 

But of course this was no ordinary 
death. What was it Jesus said by 
(Continued on page 17) 
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This Means YOU - ' 

says General 



AVERSEAS printing dates required that this Easter message should 
be written before last Christmas was out of the way — yet even 
this necessity is not without meaning. 

First of all, it underlines the relatedness of the entire Christian 
year. No event in the Christian calendar stands by itself as if an 
onlooker had the option of acknowledging this one but ignoring 
that. The whole sequence is bound together in that bundle of life 
known as the Man Christ Jesus. 

For example, for there to have been an Ascension there must 
first have been an Incarnation. The triumph of the Resurrection 
was God's answer to the crucifixion of the Holy One and the Just. 
Like the garment worn by Him whose life they commemorate, the 
great Christian festivals form a seamless robe. Rend it anywhere, 
and the whole of the fabric is ruined. 

Secondly, these festivals symbolize the way in which the 
historic Jesus of Nazareth, who was also the Word made flesh, 

shared the full range of human experi- 
ence. Crib to Cross, cradle to grave, 
covers the story of everyman. 
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In coming from God and going to 
God (John 13:3), Jesus traced the 
orbit which everyman himself may fol- 
low. It was the destiny of the Man 
of Nazareth to find His end in His 
beginning. This is our pattern as well. 
John Donne could rightly claim that 
no man could pronounce this dust in a 
churchyard to be patrician and that to 
be plebian born. When a spring wind 
had blown it into the church — he went 
on — and the sexton had swept it out 
again, who could say which was what ? 
True enough of the body but not, as 
Longfellow sang, of the soul. "The 
spirit shall return to God who gave it." 
This is the divine cycle for man set 
forth by Jesus. 

The War Cry 
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IUND BY SATAN 
ET FREE ! 



Frederick Coutts 



But though these various Christian occasions are all 
related, each has its own specific teaching — and Easter 
declares that Jesus faced, as we all have to face, the last 
enemy. "All the pride, cruelty and ambition of men is 
covered at last with these two narrow words: Hie 
jacet" So Sir Walter Raleigh. This experience Jesus also 
shared. If He lived a human life, He died a human 
death. 

The sepulchre of Moses could be unknown "unto 
this day" according to the comment of Deuteronomy, 
but that of Jesus was known to be hewn out of rock 
and belonging to Joseph of Arimathea. It is written 
that Enoch did not see death. And again that Elijah 
"went up by a whirlwind into heaven". Understand 
these exemptions how you may, the divine Son knew 
them not. "He was cut off out of the land of the 
living." In the language of the Creed He was "dead 
and buried", As the sorrows of death compassed 
Christian about in Bunyan's story, they compassed 
about his Lord. Sharing man's life He did not avoid 
man's death. Greater love hath no man than this! 

But Jesus comes even still closer to us — and of that 
we have a hint in the saying of Paul that He, who 
knew no sin, was made sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21), 
This saying stands side by side with the cry of derelic- 
tion from the Cross when Jesus felt Himself to be 
separated from the Father as our own sin separates 
us from God. As John Calvin wrote: "He endured in 
His soul the dreadful anguish of a condemned and 
lost soul". At this point Jesus comes closest to us of all, 
for this is what we are — sinners who deserve to die, 
but for whom He died. 

Further, the Creed does not stop at declaring that 
Jesus was dead and buried, but adds: "He descended 
into hell". Some existentialists may be unsure about 
a future heaven. Most of them are certain there is a 
present hell — which experience some of us unhappily 
share. 

But even here our situation is not hopeless. When 
Peter was speaking some forty days after the first 
Easter about the risen Lord, he applied to His resur- 

Easter Number 



rection a promise from the Psalms. *Thou wilt not 
leave my soul in hell." That is to say, it was not 
possible for the Lord of life to be holden of death. 
Those gates of brass had to burst. 

With equal reverence and accuracy this same promise 
can be applied to any human soul who out of the 
depths cries for help, Indeed it is in such a sombre 
situation that the power of the risen Christ can be 
most fully known. For Easter declares that He holds 
in His hands the keys of death and hell. Even those 
realms have to acknowledge His authority. And those 
whom Satan has bound these many years He can 
set free. 

My only other word is: this means you. 




The General In characteristic pose. A picture taken at the 1 967 National 
Congress In Toronto, 
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WHILE millions of people in the 
" East waited for the world to 
end within the next twenty-lour 
hours, as had been predicted by a 
self-styled prophet, a journalist asked 
a number of well-known people how 
they would spend their last day be- 
fore the end of the world, 

A government official said he 
would smash every plate glass win- 
dow on the main street; an eminent 
doctor thought he would like to in- 
vest in a horse and watch it win a 
race; two TV personalities - hus- 
band and wife — decided to spoil 
their children to death; two promi- 
nent women would take to their 
garden, one to feed the birds, the 
other to get on with her weeding; 
and a popular comedian solemnly 
declared: "What I shall do is per- 
sonal and private''. 

Strange world! The only one who 
took the question seriously was the 
man who had been expected to treat 
it as a joke. He considered the whole 
business too serious to discuss. 

How would you plan to spend 
your very last day? If this question 



DISMAS 



a lost chance to make good 



tent thief asked, "Do you not even 
fear God? 11 For Dismay servile fear 
was supplanted by filial fear— a re- 
lationship suggestive of trust and 
friendship. 

Dhmas also saw himself for what 
he really was, and inferred that as 
a sinner he deserved the death 
penalty. It was not a case of taking 
God for granted, as was evident in 
the dying words of Heinrich Heine; 
"God will forgive me; that is His 
job". 

In simple faith, he looked to 
Christ as Saviour and Lord — "Lord, 
remember me when Thou contest 
into Thy kingdom". 

This man's prayer was great, but 




The penitent thief may be excused for his last 
hour repentance, but he could never atone for the 
wasted years. The most vital decision of your fife 
must never be deferred, warns 

CAPTAIN NORMAN COLES 

Youngest of six officer children of a former editor 
of this paper, the Captain has been a corps officer 
and divisional youth officer, and is at present 
Secretary to the Council of Evangelism at Terri- 
torial Headquarters. 



could have been posed to the peni- 
tent thief who was being crucified 
alongside Jesus, he probably would 
have readily confessed that things 
would be vasdy different, except for 
his basic faith in Christ which he 
had exercised just moments before, 
and the forgiveness he had conse- 
quently received. 

The decision of Dismas, as tradi- 
tion names him, to commit his life 
to Christ (recorded in Luke 23:32- 
43), is one of the most remarkable 
accounts of faith found in the Bible. 
In his tast hours this man had a 
grasp of values that he bad not 
found in a lifetime of active search- 
ing— probably as a political and re- 
ligious revolutionary. 

He took Gad seriously. To his 
scornful companion being crucified 
on the other side of Jesus, the peni- 
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the answer was greater! "Today 
thou shalt be with Me in Paradise". 
No doubt Dianas did not under- 
stand the word "Paradise", but the 
phrase "with Me" was cogent and 
significant: this statement of Jesus 

gave assurance that death is not a 
lind alley. 

It could well be that, for this 
outlaw, love and respect had been 
neither given nor expected; yet 
within an hour of his meeting with 
Jesus, he recognized a quality of life 
he had never known. 

There is something very tragic 
about the penitent thief, however. 
At the last hour he made his peace 
with God, but he had lived a fruit- 
less life, devoid of die satisfaction of 
serving Christ and enjoying the 
great blessings of God. He had no 
chance to make good the wasted 



years, the strained relationships, the 
selfish actions. 

Nevertheless, perhaps someone 
will remark, "But I am not like Dis- 
mas in that I have many years ahead 
of me". Maybe you have, but God 
needs those years now. He rightfully 
claims the best years of your life, 
not just the remnants, 

A procrastinator declares, "I am 
not like this poor fellow, for there 
is no need far me to decide just 
yet 3 '. Consider the fact that al- 
though some may repent of their 
sins and be saved on their death- 
beds, it does not follow that those 
who sense a personal need of Christ 
now will have either the opportu- 
nity or inclination at such a future 
time. It is small advantage to a man 
struggling in the waters half a mile 
above Niagara Falls to postpone de- 
cision about being rescued while he 
"thinks it out". While the opportu- 
nity affords itself, he must take hold 
of the rope! 

Lastly, there may be a reader who 
is quick to set the record straight: 
"1 am not a criminal like that thief, 
Dismas". Quite true, but because 
"all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God 3 ', Jesus became 
Saviour for mankind — for you and 
for me — so that "whosoever believ- 
eth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life". 

How would you plan to spend 
your very last day? Perhaps, after 
all, your first concern should be with 
"now" rather than "then". As Hen- 
ry Drummond aptly put it, "Let us 
be Christians not because we might 
die tonight, but because we hope to 
live tomorrow' 1 . 
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MARY 



unquestioningly following 



TJAD they conquered at last? she 
■*"*■ might have questioned, as she 
stood beside her son's Gross. She 
could well remember His first nar- 
row escape from death. He was only 
a baby when in the darkness of the 
night they had had to leave Beth- 
lehem and flee into another country 
or King Herod would have purpose- 
ly murdered the young child. 

It must have been a painful ex- 
perience for Mary to watch her own 
son as he hung there in nakedness 
and shame — His body writhed in 
excruciating agony. Parents would 
sooner endure the hurt themselves 
than watch their children suffer, and 
she couldn't leave Him then. Mary 
had been faithful and she, too, had 



of the Scriptures — otherwise she 
would not see the importance of 
giving up her plans for God's. Even 
though the Jews were under the 
heel of the Romans and there was 
no Jewish power, Mary was aware 
that she was a descendant of King 
David. She was a woman with a 
pure moral character, else God 
would not have chosen her. Most 
important and more attractive is the 
faith and confidence which she 
placed in God. She could not under- 
stand how all that the angel had 
said could come to pass, but she 
submitted herself and let God have 
His way, "and the Holy Spirit came 
upon her . . .". 
What of the cost? There had to 



Life for many people has been an unending J 

succession of questions. No one has been beset 1 

by so many perplexities as was the mother of our 1 

Lord, as outlined here by | 
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carried a cross from the moment 
that the angel, Gabriel, revealed to 
her the will of God for her life. 

Every Jewish maiden lived in the 
hope that she would be the mother 
of the promised Messiah, but Mary 
was chosen for this position as far 
back as creation (Genesis 3:15). She 
was not sinless and certainly not a 
goddess but had particular quali- 
ties which had to be found in the 
woman who would mother the 
Saviour. 

According to God's prophecy the 
maiden had to be a virgin, and of 
royal descent. One would expect to 
find in such a woman — humility to 
accept with a feeling of unworthi- 
ness this great honour; consistency 
to be faithful, no matter what lay 
ahead; love to give what every child 
needs most of all, and a knowledge 
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be a price, a sacrifice in taking on 
this responsibility! According to 
Moses' law she could be stoned. And 
what of Joseph — would he believe 
her story? Would he understand or 
would she lose him? Then there 
was the marriage festival, that to 
which every bride looked forward 
— people wouldn't understand! Yes, 
there were sacrifices, but when it 
came to telling Joseph, Mary re- 
lated her whole unbelievable story 
and wisely left the rest with God 
who confirmed that it was all true. 
By taking her as his wife, Joseph 
left no reason for her to be stoned, 
With Mary's complete confidence 
in God she felt she was ready to 
face the future, but Simeon's words 
unnerved her. They had taken 
Jesus up to the Temple to present 
Him to the Lord, according to cus- 




tom. Simeon had been so proud to 
be spared to see the Messiah but he 
felt it his duty to warn the par- 
ents and Mary in particular that the 
child would have a far from easy 
life and that a sword would pierce 
her own soul over Him. It was not 
long after that, that they had to 
make their hasty journey to Egypt. 
As she stood beside the Cross she 
must have remembered all the say- 
ings and events and scenes involv- 
ing her son which until now she 
had only been able to hide in her 
heart; things which only she could 
appreciate because s he almost 
understood, when others would not 
understand at all; things like Jesus 1 
astounding statement in the Temple, 
"I must be about my Fathers busi- 
ness". 

She had always supported her 
son even though members of her 
family had strongly objected. Why 
shouldn't she follow Him — she be- 
lieved in Him I Not only did her 
family rise up in opposition but in 
Matthew 13:54-58 we read that the 
very people He grew up with op- 
posed Him. Family and friends just 
could not accept the truth and in 
those dark hours as she stood by 
the Gross she must have wondered 
what their reactions would be after " 
it was all done. Some of her own 
children and Jesus' brothers and sis- 
ters were there but afar off — like 
many people today who want to 
observe but don't want to be in- 
volved. 

Even after the crushing moment 
came when Christ hung His head in 
death and the sword pierced her 
soul as it struck His side, Mark 
15:47 says that she beheld where 
they buried Him. We cannot say 
that Mary followed Jesus to the end 
— at least not His end, because the 
Resurrection was only the beginning 
to those who believed. Mary did 
believe — and her following had just 
begun. 
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\t/lULE millions of jieople in the 
" East waited for the world to 
end within the next twenty-four 
hours, as had been predicted by a 
self-styled prophet, a journalist asked 
a number of well-known people how 
they would spend their lost day be- 
fore the end of the world, 

A government official said he 
would mash, every plate glass win- 
dow on die main street; an eminent 
doctor thought he would like to in- 
vest in a horse and watch it win a 
race: two TV personalities - hus- 
band and wife — decided to spoil 
their children to death; two promi- 
nent women would take to their 
garden, one to feed the birds, the 
other to get on with her weeding; 
and a popular comedian solemnly 
declared: "What I shall do is per- 
sonal and private". 

Strange world! The only one who 
took the question seriously was the 
man who had been expected to treat 
it as a joke. He considered the whole 
business too serious to discuss. 

How would you plan to spend 
your very last day? If this question 



DISMAS 



a lost chance to make good 



tent thief asked, "Do you not even 
fear God?" For Dismas, servile fear 
was supplanted by filial fear -a re- 
lationship suggestive of trust and 
friendship. 

Dhmos also saw himself for what 
he really was, and inferred that as 
a sinner he deserved the death 
penalty. It was not a case of taking 
God for granted, as was evident in 
the dying words of Heinrich Heine: 
"God will forgive me; that is His 
job' 1 . 

In simple faith, he looked to 
Christ as Saviour and Lord— "Lord, 
remember me when Thou comest 
into Thy kingdom". 

This man's prayer was great, but 




The penitent thief may be excused for his last 
hour repentance, but he could never atone for the 
wasted years. The most vital decision of your life 
must never be deferred, warns 
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Secretary to the Council of Evangelism at Terri- 
torial Headquarters. 



could have been posed to the peni- 
tent thief who was being crucified 
alongside Jesus, he probably would 
have readily confessed that things 
would be vastly different, except for 
his basic faith in Christ which he 
had exercised just moments before, 
and the forgiveness he had conse- 
quently received. 

The decision of Dismas, as tradi- 
tion names him, to commit his life 
to Christ (recorded in Luke 23 : 32- 
43), is one of the most remarkable 
accounts of faith found in the Bible. 
In his last hours this man had a 
grasp of values that he had not 
found in a lifetime of active search- 
ing — probably as a political and re- 
ligious revolutionary. 

He took God seriously. To his 
scornful companion being crucified 
on the other side of Jesus > the peni- 
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the answer was greater! 'Today 
thou shall be with Me in Paradise". 
No doubt Dismas did not under- 
stand the word "Paradise 41 , but the 
phrase "with Me" was cogent and 
significant: this statement of Jesus 
gave assurance that death is not a 
blind alley. 

It could well be that, for this 
outlaw, love and respect had been 
neither given nor expected; yet 
within an hour of his meeting with 
Jesus, he recognized a quality of life 
he had never known. 

There is something very tragic 
about the penitent thief, however. 
At the last hour he made his peace 
with God, but he had lived a fruit- 
less life, devoid of the satisfaction of 
serving Christ and enjoying the 
great blessings of God. He had no 
chance to make good the wasted 



years, the strained relationships, the 
selfish actions. 

Nevertheless, perhaps someone 
will remark, "But I am not like Dis- 
mas in that / have many years ahead 
of me". Maybe you have, but God 
needs those years now. He rightfully 
claims the best years of your life, 
not just the remnants. 

A procrastinator declares, "I am 
not like this poor fellow, for there 
li no need for me to decide just 
yet". Consider the fact that al- 
though some may repent of their 
sins and be saved on their death- 
beds, it does not follow that those 
who sense a personal need of Christ 
now will have either the opportu- 
nity or inclination at such a future 
time. It is small advantage to a man 
struggling in the waters half a mile 
above Niagara Falls to postpone de- 
cision about being rescued while he 
"thinks it out". While the opportu- 
nity affords itself, he must take hold 
of the rope! 

Lastly, there may be a reader who 
is quick to set the record straight: 
"I am not a criminal like that thief, 
Dismas". Quite true, but because 
"all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God", Jesus became 
Saviour for mankind — for you and 
for me — -so that "whosoever believ- 
eth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life". 

How would you plan to spend 
your very last day? Perhaps, after 
all, your first concern should be with 
"now" rather than "then". As Hen- 
ry Drummond aptly put it, "Let us 
be Christians not because we might 
die tonight, but because we hope to 
live tomorrow". 
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//A7) they compel one Simon, « 
Cyrenian, who pm<-ed by torn- 
ing out of the country, the father of 
Alexander and Rufus, to bear His 
cross (Mark 15:21). 

It is only a short twenty-five- word 
story, containing all the elements 
necessary to stir curiosity to its limit, 
and make an indelible impact on 
imagination and interest, Who was 
Simon? What type of man was he? 
The only clues offered arc certainly 
flimsy, and hardly likely to lead to 
a satisfactory conclusion. 

Simon was from the country, and 
was in all probability visiting Jeru- 
salem to enjoy himself at the reli- 



SIMON 



compelled and constrained 



His body to carry because of physi- 
cal .weakness, and Simon wonders 
why the Man has been so badly 
beaten! Just as suddenly, that stum- 
ble involves Simon: a Roman soldier 
compels Simon to carry the Man's 
cross! One mxd not speculate as to 
the thoughts and feelings that took 




This is a message for these who In some way 
are underprivileged, who seem to get the raw 
end of every deal. They can be brought very 
close to Jesus, says 

BRIGADIER ERNEST PARR 

A one-time noted soprano eornetist at Govan 
(Scotland!, Ernest Parr became an officer from 
Dovercourt (Toronto). Practically the whole of his 
career has been spent In that city in headquarters 
appointments. In June 1966 he was appointed 
as Divisional Commander for Bermuda. 



gious festival being conducted there, 
or to be entertained in the prevail- 
ing city life. Such occasions would 
be intensely interesting, not only to 
the Jews, but to other nationalities 
also. 

It was a crowd that attracted his 
attention, and no doubt, he wan- 
dered over to assess the situation be~ 
fore moving on to carry through 
with the programme of his visit. 
When he reached the crowd and 
mingled with it, what he saw must 
have staggered him'. It was a pro- 
cession moving up the road, and 
what he saw was a Man carrying a 
cross. The noisy, uncouth remarks 
expressed by the many standing on 
the sidewalk would disturb him 
plenty; he was used to the quieter, 
more kindly way of life, and why 
was this Man being so cruelly 
treated? It must have been a tragic 
sight, and Simon must have been 
moved with a great pity as he 
watched this Man wrestle valiantly 
with the weight of the cross. It is 
certain that the thoughts flooding 
his heart would be of sheer relief 
that he was not involved in such an 
ugly venture. 

Suddenly the Man stumbles 1 The 
weight of the cross is too much for 
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hold of Simon. He knew why he 
was the one in that crowd singled 
out to perform such a service! 

The centurion would not have 
dared to compel a Jew to perform 
such a degrading service. But as a 
Cyrenian, Simon was regarded, by 
Jew and Roman alike, as an inferior 
being, despised by most of the by- 
standers. No one would bother about 
his feelings! It is noteworthy that 
the despised and rejected of men 
have a privileged place in the Sav- 
iour's service for He was one of 
them. 

One feels that at that moment 
Simon's world was transformed. An 
unknown from the country becomes 
one of the salient characters in the 
world's greatest drama. When that 
Roman soldier's hand was placed on 
his shoulder, compelling him to car- 
ry the Stranger's cross, he finds to 
his amazement that he is linked with 
the Stranger, definitely involved 
with the cross-bearing and sharing 
the shame and the sorrow. In a 
twinkling of an eye he is changed 
from a spectator to a performer. He 
is away from the side-lines now; no 
longer looking on — he is out on the 
road definitely involved with Jesus! 



Any situation that brings a per- 
son to Jesus is a wonderful one, for 
things are never the same after- 
wards. It is such a pity that the story 
is so incomplete. What happened to 
him? Did he ever tell anyone of this 
experience? Would he in after years, 
in his quiet country place, hear of 
Jesus, and realize the part he played 
on that world-shaking day? 

One wonders to what extent Si- 
mon became involved with Christ. 
He must have caught something of 
the majesty and dignity of the per- 
sonality of Jesus. 

God has many ways of compel- 
ling us to cross-bearing and cross- 
sharing: a sad circumstance, suffer- 
ing, sorrow may suddenly snatch us 
from our serenity and peace, and 
like Simon, we have a cross thrust 
on our shoulders. If the cross brings 
us closer to Jesus, then it must be 
worth while and rewarding, and 
surely God is wise in His compul- 
sion. 

Did Simon ever express this 
thought : 

One look He gave me t it reached 

my soul 
As they took His cross from me, 
And 1 realized it to the full 
He was to die on it — for me! 
They told me His name was Jesus, 
That He was the Son of God, 
And all my life I shall remember, 
The way, that hilly we trod: 

If he did, his was a life-giving 
experience. 
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PETER 



with a non-conforming accent 



"TVUT you promised/' he said, 
-*■* tugging my arm and looking 
up with imploring eyes. "You said 
you would, and you have to keep 
your promise." Yes, when a man 
gives his word it is so important 
that he keep it and stand by his 
promise even when this may be a 
most difficult thing to do. 

As a lad in Sunday school I can 
remember singing again and again: 
"O Jesus, I have promised to serve 
Thee to the end." All of us make 
promises from childhood to old age 
and sometimes we may feel they 
were rash promises and better left 
unfulfilled. But when we make 
vows to God concerning our dedi- 
cation, witness and service, it is a 
grievous sin conveniently to corn- 



describes so vividly and effectively 
the denial of Peter when he was 
caught off his guard and became 
both confused and angry. 

"O, come, come!' 1 laughed the 

constables. "Why, man, you 

speak the dialect 
He uses in His answers; you can 

hear Him up stairs. 
So own it. We shan't hurt ye. 

There He's speaking now! 
His syllables 
Are those you sound yourself 

when you are talking unawares, 
As this pretty girl declares." 

What should have been a firm 
declaration of faithfulness to his 
Master, regardless of the con- 
sequences, became rather a cowardly 



Contact with Jesus Christ changes a man so 
that he can never happily remain in an afien en- 
vironment. This message, to those who may not 
be fully committed, is by 
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promise our position when the 
going gets rough. The Christian 
must stand by his Master at all 
costs. 

Now let us turn our thoughts to 
the disciple Peter as he stands with 
the other disciples on the Mount of 
Olives listening to Jesus say: "You 
will all be offended and become 
deserters because of my suffering 
this night." Without hesitation the 
impetuous disciple speaks out de- 
claring that even though all the 
others might be offended and 
desert him, he would be faithful at 
all costs. This was a promise— a 
vow made in a moment of high 
emotion and a sense of deep loyalty 
to the Saviour. 

It is Thomas Hardy in his poem: 
In the Servants' Quarters who 

Easter Number 



denial. But Peter's accent gave him 
away! It was obvious that he was 
a Galilean and, therefore, his inter- 
rogators assumedj a follower of 
Jesus as well. 

I wonder if our friends and 
acquaintances can tell that we are 
Christians by the way we talk? 
What kind of "accent" do we have 
when mingling with people at the 
office, shop or place of recreation? 
In the service on Sunday our hearts 
are warmed and we inwardly pro- 
mise, "I'll follow Thee, deny Thee 
never", and yet in the rough and 
tumble of the work-a-day world it is 
so easy, and sometimes seemingly 
expedient, to compromise our posi- 
tion and even act as though we were 
ashamed of our Lord. 

Some commentators suggest that 




Peter followed Jesus to the judg- 
ment hall hoping to find some way 
of rescuing Him and, mixing freely 
with the people, got himself into 
this dangerous situation. Whether 
or not this was so, the fisherman 
disciple had no excuse for lying 
three times in succession before a 
crowd of unbelievers about his rela- 
tionship with Christ. 

Yet, I wonder if my "speech" is 
what it ought to be? Is it clean, 
wholesome, considerate, kind? Some- 
times I can even deny my Lord by 
remaining silent! God grant that in 
this day of many "uncertain sounds" 
and mere theological opinions, we 
who claim to be His disciples will 
"make the message clear and plain" 
regardless of any intellectual critic- 
ism, social ostracism or even per- 
secution that may follow. 

There is joy and life and peace in 
obedience to the will of God, but 
when we fear men and deny the 
Word there can only be sorrow and 
bitterness of heart in the end. 

I like the way Thomas Hardy 
puts it after Peter cursed and swore 
that he knew nothing about Jesus: 

His face convulses as the morning 
cock that moment crows, 

And he droops, and turns, and 
goes. 

But the story does not end here. 
Peter truly repented of his sin and 
became a great evangelist of the 
Early Church. Tradition tells us 
that when his time came to be 
martyred for the Christ he once 
denied, this thoroughly committed 
disciple requested to be crucified up- 
side clown as he felt unworthy to 
be crucified in the same manner 
as his Lord. 

If we are not fully committed to 
Christ and His gospel, there is par- 
don and peace through repentance 
and simple faith in Jesus as Saviour 
and Lord. 
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TMAGINE you are reading a letter 
A from your favourite niece. 

,l . . , and now I've some great 
news for you, Tony and I plan to 
get married next Easter, Please be 
a dear and keep the date free: we 
simply must have you there . . ." 

"Delighted to 7 " you say to your- 
self, "but when is Easter next year?" 

The question is probably troubl- 
ing quite a lot of folk. You can be 
sure of Christmas but, as for Easter, 
it seems to be on a different date 
each year. This is very inconvenient, 
even annoying to people who are 
planning to receive or to be holiday- 
makers, Then there are those who 
sell spring fashions — and, of course, 
those hoping to get married. 

This oscillating Easter affects 
many people. School, university and 
law terms must be adjusted accord- 
ing to its vagaries. Don't forget, 
either, the poor statistician. He may 
be required to produce comparative 
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statements of production of egg-cups 
in March of one year as against 
March of the following year. He will 
have to make allowances for loss of 
working hours in the first case. He 
will have similar difficulty if he is 
comparing road casualties for the 
same two months. In the holiday 
month there will be increased traffic 
on the roads. 

And how about those complicated 
calculations relating to the com- 
mencement of a new financial year? 
Easter may fall on the wrong side 
of the fence, or, of course, vice 
versa. 

Many people would like the 
Easter date regularized; say on the 
first Sunday after the second Sat- 
urday in April every year. Now 
there is quite a range of days on 
which the celebration may fall. 

How then is the date decided? 
Easter Day falls the first Sunday 
after the full moon following the 
vernal equinox — March 21st. Thus, 
it may fall on any one of the thirty- 
five days between March 22nd and 
April 25th. The reason is traditional 
rather than logical. To get to the 
root of the matter we must go back 
to the early days of the Christian 
Church. 

So far as Christmas is concerned, 
by the way, the celebration of the 
birth of our Lord on December 25th 
was fixed by enactment as far back 
as the fourth century. The old Sat- 
urnalia of the Romans, usually cele- 
brated on that date, was purged of 
its paganism and consecrated to the 
worship of Christ, With Easter, the 
history of the festival is somewhat 
different. 

At first the early Christians ob- 
served the Jewish festivals, having 
in mind that the coming of Christ 
had in a measure fulfilled the pro- 
phetic ideas bound up with those 
festivals. Thus, Christ was seen to 



be the true Paschal Lamb and the 
first-fruits from the dead. In this 
way the Passover merged into the 
Christian Easter, 

The calculation of the Passover 
dates was, however, based on a lunar 
calendar and, as time went on, a 
serious difference arose between 
Christians of Jewish descent and 
those of Gentile descent as to when 
the Paschal fast should be con- 
sidered as ended and Easter cele- 
brated. Jewish Christian thinking 
of Christ as the Paschal Lamb reck- 
oned the fast ended on the four- 
teenth day of the moon at evening; 
the celebration of Easter following 
immediately, irrespective of the day 
of the week. The Gentile Christians, 
who were unattached to Jewish 
traditions, celebrated the Resurrec- 
tion on the first day of the week, 
commemorating the Crucifixion on 
the preceding Friday without regard 
to the day of the month. 

This difference might be sum- 
marized thus: Jewish Christians had 
regard to the day of the month, 
whereas with others it was the day 
of the week that mattered. The 
western churches kept to the first 
day of the week and the eastern fol- 
lowed the other form of reckoning. 
Then, in A.D. 325, the Council of 
Nicaea unanimously decided that 
Easter should be kept on a Sunday, 
and on the same Sunday throughout 
the world. The correct date was to 
be calculated at Alexandria, chief 
centre of astronomical science, and 
the Alexandrian bishop be respon- 
sible for announcing the festival 
date. 

Later further difficulties arose 
concerning the various "cycles of 
years" used in the calculations. (Ap- 
parently the ruling from Alexandria 
was short-lived.) St. Augustine re- 
cords that in A.D. 387 Easter was 
kept on March 21st in Gaul, on 
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April 18th in Italy and on April 
25th in Egypt. The ancient British 
and Irish churches followed a cycle 
of eighty-four years which they had 
in the first place received from 
Rome, refusing to abandon it when 
a more accurate cycle of 532 years 
was adopted. In fact, it was not 
until the Council of Whitby, of A.D. 
664, that tliis point was cleared up, 
bringing the English and Irish 
churches into harmony. 

With the reform of the calendar 
by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582, new 
factors were introduced and now, 
whereas the western churches ac- 
cept the calculations based on this 
reformed calendar (incidentally 
England did not accept the Gre- 
gorian calendar until 1752), the 
eastern churches retain the older 
method of fixing Easter, Occasion- 
ally, as in 1865, the two dates coin- 
cide. 

In view of the importance of 
Easter in the Christian year — it hav- 
ing always been regarded as the 
chief Christian festival — Constantine 
ruled that the year should com- 
mence on Easter Sunday. In France 
this custom persisted until 1564, 
when by an edict of Charles IX the 
first day of the year was counted as 
from January 1st. 

It is interesting to note that in 
August, 1928, an Act was passed 
in Britain fixing Easter as the first 
Sunday after the second Saturday 
in April. The Act was conditional 
upon international acceptance of the 
idea. Unfortunately, so the support- 
ers of a "fixed Easter" think, al- 
though the League of Nations had 
given consideration to the matter, 
international acceptance was never 
secured. And so the Act in question, 
although on the statute book, is of 
non-effect. Thus Easter will continue 
to oscillate. 

If you manage to secure hot cross 
buns for Good Friday, you will be 
interested to know that as Fridays 
have, and have had, a reputation in 
some people's minds for ill-luck, 
cautious housewives marked their 
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buns with a cross thinking to keep 
the devil at a distance for as long 
as i )ssible! It appears too, that the 
supt.stitious think that a hot cross 
bun eaten on Good Friday will pro- 
tect the eater against evil powers 
until the following anniversary. 

The custom of giving eggs comes 
from the old spring festivals. In some 
lands the eating of eggs was for- 
bidden during Lent, hence they be- 
came a welcome gift on Easter Sun- 
day. In Germany some people pass- 
ed on the legend that on die night 
bcore Easter a white hare would 
run around the house and garden 
hiding eggs by the light of the moon. 

According to the Venerable Bede 
the name "Easter" comes from Eos- 
tre or Ostara, the Anglo-Saxon god- 
dess of spring; the Eostur-monath, 
the month corresponding to our 
April was dedicated to her, Bede 
says that this month was the same 
as the mensis paschalis "when the 
old festival was observed with glad- 
ness of a new solemnity". 

But whatever the history of its 
name may be, whether it oscillates 
or not, Easter can bring joy in the 
thought of the Risen Lord, who ever 
lives to save. 



JOSEPH 

(Continued from page 9) 

the graveside of Lazarus? "When I 
am lifted up from thi* earth I will 
draw all men to myself."' Now it 
was happening -first the malefactor, 
then the centurion, and now Joseph. 
Christ's death was doing what even 
His life had not done, namely open- 
ing people's eyes and heart to their 
need and His adequacy, their sin 
and His Saviourhood, His demand 
and their responsibility. 

The time for devotion and action 
is now, for once again in world his- 
tory the storm clouds are lowering 
and the thunder of trouble rolls in 
the distance. Will you, like Joseph 
move with decisiveness and speed 
to minister for Christ? 

He has a task for you which no 
one else can perform. Will you. look 
long and hard at that beautiful life, 
that vicarious death and then do 
what your heart tells you to do? 



GETHSEMANE 

All those who journey, soon or late, 
Must pass within the garden's gate; 
Must kneel alone in darkness there, 
And battle with some fierce despair. 
God pity those who cannot say: 
"Not mine but thine"; who only 

pray: 
"Let this cup pass," and cannot see 
The purpose in Gethsemane. 

Ella Wheeler Wilcox 
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Sorrow in the Home 

TpHE picture on page nineteen (inside cover) of The Raising 
A of the Daughter of Jairus, by Gustav Richter, emphasizes 
the changed attitude toward bereavement which the coming 
of Christ has made to the world. 

The Old Testament attitude to sorrow (Jeremiah 10:19 
or Ezekiel 24:18) was one of magnificent, courageous resigna- 
tion, with a tenacious faith that, no matter what He permitted, 
God was just 

Jesus revealed the heart of God, Read in the Gospels how 
tenderly He dealt with people in distress. It was there at Gal- 
vary with His solicitude for His sorrowing mother and on the 
way to Emmaus as the Stranger with words of encouragement 

Death and resurrection those two mighty experiences made 
no difference to Him, Christians can now say with Forbes 
Robinson: "There is no 'getting over' sorrow. I hate the idea. 
There is only a 'getting into sorrow', and finding right at the 
heart of it, the Man of Sorrows." 
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EASTER! What a myriad of word- 
pictures flash across the sensi- 
tive screen of the mind as we con- 
sider this all-important season of 
the year! The one true meaning 
of Easter continues to be the risen 
Christ This deep religious signifi- 
cance transcends fashions and fin- 
ery t bunnies and eggs, as people 
everywhere pause to reflect upon 
the real meaning of this season. 

When Christ broke forth from the 
depths of the tomb, He became the 
world's Redeemer, making available 
newness of life to all. This newness 
is perhaps best expressed each year 
in the beauty of the flowers which 
abound on the earth* Every spring 
is a re-enactment of the Resurrec- 
tion story, unfolding many secrets 
to the discerning eye. 

Delving into Anglo-Saxon mythol- 
ogy we find that the goddess of 
spring was named "Eastre". She was 
so greatly loved by our Teutonic 
forefathers that they adopted her 
name for this happy season, 

The Easter lily is a symbol of the 
new life which Christ gives to us 
if we turn from sin and seek His 
way. The prophet Ezekiel says: "A 
new heart also will I give you, and 
a new spirit will I put within you" 
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by Captain Barbara Williams 

(Ezekiel 36:26). The expression on 
the child's face in the photo above 
would indicate that in simple faith 
she has sought and found the true 
meaning of Easter — a meaning too 
often clouded by the rigours of the 
everyday for her elders to view in 
proper perspective. 

And still nature continues to pro- 
claim in vivid colours each spring 
the resurrection story. The white- 
ness of the lily speaks to us of 
purity of heart and soul, while the 
bright yellow of the nodding daffodil 
brings to mind the happiness, joy 
and glory of serving Christ. The soft 
green leaves which tenderly shelter 
and protect the dainty blossom with- 
in speak to us of hope and the 
promise of the life to come. The 
red rose traditionally stands for 
God's Kingdom. 

At the time of the Crucifixion, so 
runs the legend, the dogwood tree 
was large and stately. Its wood was 
so strong that it was chosen for the 
cross of Christ. So great was the 
dogwood's humiliation that it grew 
twisted in agony. 

Early on Easter morning, the 
legend continues, its blossoms 
emerged in the form of a cross. At 
the edge of each petal was found 



a nailprint, as though bloodstained, 
and in the centre was a symbolic 
crown of thorns. Thus the cross- 
shaped blossoms forever remind us 
of the Resurrection. 

A friend recently visited a horti- 
cultural show in one of our large 
Canadian cities and was greatly im- 
pressed by the beauty which sur- 
rounded her. As she viewed the 
artistically arranged floral displays, 
it seemed almost as if each one she 
came to was more lovely than the 
one before. 

Suddenly she saw a display very 
different from all the rest. Instead 
of a large profusion of blossoms, 
there stood but a single red rose, 
with an arrangement of mirrors be- 
hind allowing her to view the entire 
flower in all its perfection at a 
single glance. The caption beneath 
said simply, "Only a rose". 

The thrilling story of Easter may 
be viewed from many angles, each 
one providing a breath-taking 
glimpse into this wonderful fact of 
history. And yet it is perhaps most 
significant when viewed as a whole 
meaning— the Resurrection of Christ 
from the dead. And what can speak 
to us of this more vividly than the 
beauty of a flower? 
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